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develops a dual personality. There are the contents of his conscious
and, parallel, the suppressed contents which are only withdrawn
from consciousness but are present in the unconscious. Here In the
unconscious the associations, charged with emotions, have an
energetic influence upon the associations in the conscious; they act
to stimulate or to inhibit. The individual,, not aware of these
dynamics, does not know consciously the deeper roots of his
motivations. Hence, each activity gets two dimensions: its mani-
fest meaning in the scheme of consciousness and its latent meaning
in the scheme of unconsciousness. Since the unconscious motivations
underlie the conscious ones, the neurotic activities and ideas of the
adult have a latent significance which is different from the manifest
one.
These two dimensions seem not to exist in the young child.
Manifest and latent meaning are not yet separated, his conscious
associations are rarely substitutes or modifications of unconscious
images. Can we then speak of a neurosis in a young child? What
is called a neurosis in a young child should better be called a be-
havior disorder, or an emotional disturbance, or lack of adjustment,
since those characteristics which make up a neurosis in the adult are
usually not present in the young child (exceptions are cases of a
precocious development). The interpreter of a child's behavior
can therefore not work with the same processes of symbolization as
they appear with the adult.
EXPRESSION ANALYSIS
What the child expresses is real expression and not a hidden,
symbolic one; or, we might say, what the child expresses is a real-
istic-symbolical expression. The symbols are a full part of the
child's reality, and the whole dictionary of symbols, derived from
the adult's experience, cannot play a role in the child's structure
if we exclude a supposition of innate symbols. We should like to
illustrate this viewpoint by reporting a discussion which the present
author had with a psychoanalyst about two dreams of a 5-year-old
girl,
FIRST DREAM
The child dreamed about a fish up in the air, next to a tree.
Her mother was trying to get it down with a stick when It opened
its mouth.
Interpretation of the psychoanalyst; *<We can see here the whole